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find recorded in Parliamentary Blue   Books,   leading   to
these fiscal changes.

How WE HAVE FACED THESE DIFFICULTIES

These, then, are the difficulties before us. In the first
place, we have lagged behind, and have to recover lost
ground. And in the second place, we have to run the race
with the triple disadvantage of want of modern industrial
training, want of capital, and want of control over our own
fiscal legislation. I mention these difficulties not to dis-
courage you, but because we have to face and conquer
them. Few countries on earth would have succeeded under
these difficulties, but I have faith in the capacities of our
nation, in the patience and skill of our artisans, in the
adaptability of our race to new methods, hi the resources
of this! wonderful land, and in the advantages of cheap
labour. I have been something of an optimist all my life;
I think it better to fight and to fail than not to fight at all;
but in this industrial movement I believe we are destined
to fight and to conquer. I have no patience with those
of my countrymen who throw up their hands in despair,
and declare that all is lost! The history of the last twenty
or thirty years shows that all is not lost, and that much
has been gained.

Turning once more to the cotton industry, you are
aware that we have adopted the power-looms invented in
England, and have, started mill's in Bombay, in Nagpur,
and in Ahmedabad, which are yearly increasing in number
and in business, and promise in the near future to supply
to a large extent the requirements of India. The handloom
has not yet died out in India and is not destined to die